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SUBJECT: BEYOND APRIL 17 

SUMMARY: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES UNDERLAY THE DEMISE OF THE 
TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT THIS WINTER. A "GRAND COALITION" OF THE 
SOCIALIST AND SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTIES - IF IT EMERGES FROM THE 
APRIL 17 ELECTION - WOULD NOT NECESSARILY PRODUCE VIABLE ANSWERS 
TO THESE PROBLEMS. SUCH A COALITION COULD NOT COUNT ON AUTOMATIC 
TRADE UNION SUPPORT IN WALLONIA. AN EFFORT TO MOUNT 
A "NATIONAL" APPROACH TO CURRENT PROBLEMS MAY IN FACT ONLY INTENSIFY 
REGIONAL SEPARATIST SPIRIT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF THE DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT MARCH 8 AND 
THE CALLING OF ELECTIONS WAS FAILURE OF THE TINDEMANS CABINET TO 
SECURE BORAD INTER-PARTY AGREEMENT ON A PROCEDURE FOR RESOLVING THE 
DEADLOCKED REGIONALIZATION ISSUE. BUT THE UNDERLYING REASON WAS THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INABILITY TO MASTER THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS, WHICH WORRY THE BELGIAN ELECTORATE AS MUCH AS THE 
POSTPONABLE COMMUNITY QUESTION. 

2. AT THE START OF THE YEAR THE TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT APPEARED 
TO STAND A FAIR CHANCE OF SURVIVING UNTIL THE NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED ELECTION (1978). THIS PROSPECT CHANGED RADICALLY 
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WHEN THE GOVERNMENT FOUND ITSELF FACED WITH UNITED OPPOSITION 
OF BOTH SOCIALIST AND SOCIAL CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS TO A SERIES 
OF FAIRLY TIMID "AUSTERITY" MEASURES (THE EGMONT PLAN). THE 
TRADE-UNION PROTEST TACTIC OF SEQUENTIAL STRIKES PUT MOUNTING 
PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT. WHEN THE SMALL COALITION PARTNER. 
RASSEMBLEMENT WALLON (RW), BROKE RANKS ON THE REGIONALIZATION 
ISSUE, THE GOVERNMENT NO LONGER HAD THE SELF-CONFIDENCE AND 
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WILL TO TOUGH IT OUT. 

3. OSTENSIBLY THE APRIL 17 ELECTION SHOULD BE TURNING ON THE 
REGIONALIZATION STRUGGLE. IN FACT. MIDWAY IN THAT CAMPAIGN - 
CHARACTERIZED SO FAR BY PUBLIC APATHY - PUBLIC ATTENTION HAS SWUNG 
TOWARD THE UNRESOLVED ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS WHICH WILL 
GREET THE NEW GOVERNMENT, WHATEVER ITS COMPOSITION. NO EITHER-OR 
QUESTIONS OF PUBLIC POLICY HAVE MOVED FRONT AND CENTER. THE 
CAMPAIGN DEBATE ON ISSUES HAS BEEN MORE LIKE A POLITE ROUND-TABLE 
DISCUSSION AMONG PROFESSORS. THIS ALMOST ABSTRACT DEBATE IS 

REAL MAINLY FOR ORGANIZED LABOR WHICH. WELL INSULATED FROM THE 
1975-76 RECESSION BY A TOO-EXPENSIVE SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM, 

HAS BELATEDLY AWAKENED TO THE DEFENSE OF THE "SOCIAL PATRIMONY." 

4. THIS AWAKENING IS MOST EVIDENT IN WALLONIA WHERE THE RW HAS COME 
ON STRONG WITH THE IDEA THAT REGIONAL AUTONOMY ALONE CAN CURE WHAT 
AILS THAT DEPRESSED REGION. RW IS NOT THE ONLY ADVOCATE. THE 
SOCIALISTS HAVE PICKED UP THE THEME AND JOINED FORCES WITH THE 

RW AND OTHER LIKE-MINDED GROUPS IN A "PROGRESSIVE FRONT." 

THE SOCIALIST PURPOSE IS PARTLY TACTICAL: TO STRENGTHEN ITS HAND 
IN POST-ELECTION COALITION NEGOTIATIONS. NEVERTHELESS, WALLONIA'S 
SOCIALIST PARTY IS NOW VISIBLY ABOARD THE AUTONOMIST BANDWAGON - AND 
MAY FIND IT HARD TO GET OFF. 

5. ELSEWHERE, TINDEMANS (CVP) OFFERS A RE-RUN OF EGMONT PLAN MILD 
AUSTERITY. SIMONET, THE PSB MODERATE FROM BRUSSELS, PROMISES A 
MORE HOMOGENIZED "SOLIDARITY." BOTH SEEM TO BE AIMING AT A 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION BUILT AROUND THE CHRISTIAN AND THE 
SOCIALIST PARTIES BROAD ENOUGH TO COME SERIOUSLY TO GRIPS WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 BRUSSE 03551 081257Z 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. THIS ASSUMES THAT THE TWO BIG LABOR 
FEDERATIONS WILL FOLLOW THE POLITICIANS' LEAD. THIS MAY BE ASSUMING 
TOO MUCH. THE CHRISTIAN CSC WENT INTO THE STREETS TO FIGHT THE 
EGMONT PLAN, AND THE SOCIALIST FGTB MAY SIMILARLY CHALLENGE A 
"TOO-MODERATE" PSB COALITION POLICY. 

6. MOREOVER, ORGANIZED LABOR IS NOT MONOLITHIC IN BELGIUM. AN 
EFFORT TO DICTATE POLICY FROM NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS 
COULD FURTHER ALIENATE THE MILITANT WAT ,1. ONI AN WING OF EACH FEDERA- 
TION. ALREADY THERE IS A GREATER COMMON INTEREST - AND AFFINITY - 
BETWEEN SOCIALIST AND CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONISTS IN WALLONIA THAN 
BETWEEN THEM AND THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTERPARTS IN FLANDERS. A 
PUTATIVE SOCIALIST/SOCIAL CHRISTIAN GOVERNMENT EMERGING FROM THE 
APRIL 17 CONTEST WILL HAVE TO TRY TO TIGHTEN THE NATIONAL BELT 

AND DO SO WITHOUT PINCHING LABOR TOO SHARPLY. OTHERWISE, RW'S 
"SALVATION THROUGH REGIONALIZATION" MAY BECOME, IN THE EYES OF 
WALLOON WORKERS AND LEFTISTS, A MORE VIABLE CONCEPT THAN ANYONE 
BUT PAUL-HENRI GENDEBIEN AND HIS RW MILITANTS NOW BELIEVES. 

RENNER 
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